Cutaneous plasmablastic lymphoma in an HIV-positive male: an unrecognized cutaneous manifestation.
Plasmablastic lymphoma (PBL) is a rare and relatively new entity originally described in HIV-infected individuals. This subset of Epstein-Barr-virus (EBV)-related non-Hodgkin lymphomas is now regarded as a distinct clinicopathological category of AIDS-associated lymphomas occurring preferentially in the oral cavity and showing a poor prognosis. We describe for the first time an EBV-associated PBL with an isolated cutaneous distribution on the lower extremities in an HIV-infected heterosexual male and point to the unique clinical, morphological and immunophenotypic characteristics of this lymphoma. The patient presented with fast growing solid and livid nodules on both legs. The large, blastic tumor cells showed the following immunophenotype: CD138+, CD45+, CD20-, CD10-, CD3-, CD30-, bcl-2-, bcl-6-, LMP-1- and EMA-. The proliferation fraction (Mib-1) was >90%. EBV association was demonstrated by in situ hybridization (EBV-encoded RNAs 1/2). Polymerase-chain-reaction-based DNA analysis demonstrated a clonal IgH rearrangement in the absence of a bcl-2/IgH translocation. PBL in HIV patients may occur not only in the oral cavity, but can probably involve any other organs including the skin.